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DAREN News, are articles and information about the Digital Amateur Radio

"Emergency" Network of WV, which operates on 145.69 MHz.  Anyone having any

information about DAREN, or Amateur Radio in general, and would like to share

it with others, may send it to WA8LLM @ PKBGWV on 145.69 MHz, or to my E-Mail:

wa8llm@yahoo.com.  A State Wide DAREN NET is operated every Saturday from 7:00

pm to 10:00 pm, and lately, before and after those hours.  The DAREN Net

Announcement, showing the MAIN NCS, ALTERNATE NCS, NODEs accessible to both,

and the previous week's check-ins, are posted by Thursday on most of the Main

county DAREN PBBS'.  The DAREN News can also be found on the www.wc8ec.com and

www.wc8ec.org websites.

Well, Field Day is this coming weekend, and there is a lot to do.  From the

looks of the weather forecast it looks like we are going to have rain and storms

the whole week including the Field Day weekend.  Since we are going to use Solar

Panels to charge the batteries, I hope we get some sun shine.  The panels that

we use will produce electricity even during cloudy days, they just don't produce

as much.  We have even seen them produce electricity at night with a full moon.

Last year we ran everything, which was seven radios, nine computers, and the LED

lights, off of the Solar panels and batteries.  By 5:00am Sunday morning, the

battery voltage was down to 11.9 volts, and the CW station was starting to

chirp, so we had to shut it down until the sun came back up.  We have got some

bigger batteries this year, and we are hoping not to have any problems with

them.  We are planning to send a Field Day message to the WV ARRL Section

Manager and Section Emergency Coordinator through the AREDN (Amateur Radio

Emergency Data Network) Project, since it does operate on Amateur Radio

frequencies.  Remember, the WCEC (Wood County Emergency Communications) group

will be operating a keyboard-to-keyboard Packet station on the DAREN system

with the callsign of WC8EC.

Not much else to report for now.  I just hope everyone has a fun and safe Field

Day weekend.  Let me know how yours goes and give me some information.

There were 35 check-ins to the State Wide DAREN Net this week.  Howard Peek,

N8SCS, who has been participating in the net on and off since November 27, 2004,

has completed 150 check-ins, and will be receiving his certificate.  Antonio

Robinson, N3LSJ, needs only one more check-in to make 100.
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