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DAREN News, are articles and information about the Digital Amateur Radio

"Emergency" Network of WV, which operates on 145.69 MHz.  Anyone having any

information about DAREN, or Amateur Radio in general, and would like to share

it with others, may send it to WA8LLM @ PKBGWV on 145.69 MHz, or to my E-Mail:

wa8llm@yahoo.com.  A State Wide DAREN NET is operated every Saturday from 7:00

pm to 10:00 pm, and lately, before and after those hours.  The DAREN Net

Announcement, showing the MAIN NCS, ALTERNATE NCS, NODEs accessible to both,

and the previous week's check-ins, are posted by Thursday on most of the Main

county DAREN PBBS'.  The DAREN News can also be found on the www.wc8ec.com and

www.wc8ec.org websites.

I haven't done much this week, I'm still getting over being under the weather

and getting things caught up outside.  I've been trying to get my solar trailer

ready to be used for Field Day, and have taken another load of firewood to the

Field Day site.

In the past few months I've had DAREN operators ask me questions about the DAREN

system.  One question that I was asked is: "can the DAREN system be used for

traffic other than just emergency traffic?"  The answer is yes.  The main reason

those who started the DAREN system said "emergency traffic only", was to

discourage Amateurs from using the DAREN Nodes and PBBS' for buy, sale, and

trade type messages.  When the DAREN system first started, Buy, Sale, and Trade

BBS' were popular, and handled a lot of that type traffic.  The frequencies they

were on, were quite busy and sometimes hard to get messages through, so we

wanted a frequency, and network, that would not be busy so that RACES, ARES, and

NTS type traffic would pass through very easily.  Just plain Amateur-to-Amateur

messages, and keyboard-to-keyboard traffic could be passed since they would not

take up much space, and not keep the frequency tied up.  Some of the DAREN Nodes

and PBBS' were installed by Clubs, County Emergency Services, and private

individuals.  When the original DAREN Plan was written, it suggested the call

signs on the stations use the call sign of the ARRL ARES Coordinator for the

county, or a club representative.  If an individual installed a DAREN station,

they could use their own call sign.  None of this cut in stone.  The DAREN Plan

hasn't been updated for several years since the only major changes was the

parameters of the Kantronics TNCs, which the system uses.  The versions of

firmware for the TNCs changed faster than we could keep up with the parameters.

One of the primary changes came out when the Kantronics 9.1 version was

introduced.  The version 9.1, and maybe 9.0, allows the PBBS to have more than

one station connected at time.  Prior to that only one operator at a time could

connect to the PBBS.  The basic DAREN Plan is still the same, it is only a guide

to help keep the DAREN system as uniform as possible.  Anyone can install Nodes

and PBBS' on the DAREN system as long as they have an interest in that type of

system.  The State Wide DAREN Net started to let operators have a way to learn

what DAREN stations were in operation, and to learn their way around the system.

I hope this answers any question that may come up.

There were only 29 check-ins to the State Wide DAREN Net this week.  Anna

Hendershot, KC8JWW, needs only one more check-in to make 1250.  And, Mike Tyler,

WA8YWO, needs only one more check-in to make 250.

================================================================================

