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DAREN News, are articles and information about the Digital Amateur Radio

"Emergency" Network of WV, which operates on 145.69 MHz.  Anyone having any

information about DAREN, or Amateur Radio in general, and would like to share

it with others, may send it to WA8LLM @ PKBGWV on 145.69 MHz, or to my E-Mail:

wa8llm@yahoo.com.  A State Wide DAREN NET is operated every Saturday from 7:00

pm to 10:00 pm, and lately, before and after those hours.  The DAREN Net

Announcement, showing the MAIN NCS, ALTERNATE NCS, NODEs accessible to both,

and the previous week's check-ins, are posted by Thursday on most of the Main

county DAREN PBBS'.  The DAREN News can also be found on the www.wc8ec.com and

www.wc8ec.org websites.

I got to see a few of the DAREN operators at the Charleston Hamfest yesterday.

I did get to talk to Steve Houchins, KB8KKV.  Steve is thinking about getting

back on the DAREN system as soon as he finds his equipment, and get back in

operation.  He also wants to try to get some the other Amateurs active.  Steve

have been missing from the DAREN system since May 14, 2005.

With the weather getting better we are wanting to start looking for some new

locations to install some more nodes on the Amateur Radio Emergency Data Network

(AREDN) HSMM (High Speed MultiMedia) system.  We are planning to install a new

terminal station at the home of Jerry Wharton, KA8NJW, on Wednesday if the

weather is good.  We've already tested the path from his house to the nearest

major node, and it looks good.  A non-Amateur called me a few days ago about

getting his Amateur license.  We talked for some time about Amateur Radio

activities happening in the area and he sounds real interested.  He is located

on a hilltop in an area that we need to install an AREDN node, and said he would

be glad to help.  He will be taking his Amateur test on April 5th, and I'm sure

he will pass, since he hasn't been below 90 percent on his practice tests.

We're trying to get enough Amateurs to help with the communications for the

Challenge at Mountwood Mountain Bike Race on April 3rd.  Since last year we have

lost some of the Amateurs who normally help with the race.  We need to let the

race officials know that we can still provide them with the communications.

There were 38 check-ins to the State Wide DAREN Net again this week.
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