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DAREN News, are articles and information about the Digital Amateur Radio

"Emergency" Network of WV, which operates on 145.69 MHz.  Anyone having any

information about DAREN, or Amateur Radio in general, and would like to share

it with others, may send it to WA8LLM @ PKBGWV on 145.69 MHz, or to my E-Mail:

wa8llm@yahoo.com.  A State Wide DAREN NET is operated every Saturday from 7:00

pm to 10:00 pm, and lately, before and after those hours.  The DAREN Net

Announcement, showing the MAIN NCS, ALTERNATE NCS, NODEs accessible to both,

and the previous week's check-ins, are posted by Thursday on most of the Main

county DAREN PBBS'.  The DAREN News can also be found on the www.wc8ec.com and

www.wc8ec.org websites.

I hope every one has a Happy and safe New Year.  Lets try to get the DAREN

system to increase in size again, like it used to be.  I know there are a lot

of Amateurs who are working with Raspberry Pi and Arduino units that might be

able to put together Hilltop and Mountaintop nodes that could work just like

the Kantronics TNCs that we use on the DAREN system.  The Raspberry Pi and

Arduino units would cost a lot less than Kantronics.  If some of the Amateurs

who are familial with those types of systems could get together they could get

the DAREN system to cover the whole state like it used to.

I hate to announce it, but we lost another Amateur who used to be active on the

DAREN system and the ARES (Amateur Radio Emergency Service) program.  Rod

Godfrey, W8RKG, passed away on December 27th, 2021.  We used to communicate

with Rod on a regular basis.  Rod even had our VE Team come to Grantsville to

hold a One Day Technician Radio class a couple years ago.

This coming week I'm planning to purchase a couple ink cartridges for the

printer I use to print State Wide DAREN Net Certificates that I've fallen way

behind on.  The past two years has been busy for me and I need to get caught

up.

The Amateur Radio Emergency Data Network (AREDN) HSMM (High Speed MultiMedia)

system is still growing.  We have a couple stations that are wanting to be

connect into our system, but we haven't been able to get an RF path to them.

There is a way to get them temporally connected into the system until we get an

RF path to them.  The AREDN system can be connected to the Internet through

what is called a Tunnel.  The only bad part about using the Internet is if the

Internet path is lost, stations connected together that way will be lost.  We

want the AREDN system to be self supporting as much as possible.  Most of the

nodes on the system, that are operated from commercial power are backed up with

battery power.  Some of the nodes are even operated by solar power.  We have

at least one AREDN node that has access to the DAREN system.  In the future, we

are hoping to have HF, VHF, and UHF radios connected to the AREDN system so

Amateurs who don't have access to those systems will be able to get onto them.

The DAREN system and the AREDN systems are not in competition with each other,

but assist each other when possible.  Both of the systems are being used to

provide Emergency Communications.

The Wood County Emergency Communications group is getting ready to operate in

the Winter Field Day event on January 29th and 30th.  This is the first year

they are going to participate.  Remember disasters don't just happen Monday

through Friday, 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, when the weather is good.  This will be a

good practice run for any emergency.

There were 31 check-ins to the State Wide DAREN Net this week.  Sammy Mercer,

N8SVX, needs only one more check-in to make 700.  And, Mark Sweitzer, KD8MIV,

needs only one more check-in to make 450.
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