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DAREN News, are articles and information about the Digital Amateur Radio

"Emergency" Network of WV, which operates on 145.69 MHz.  Anyone having any

information about DAREN, or Amateur Radio in general, and would like to share

it with others, may send it to WA8LLM @ PKBGWV on 145.69 MHz, or to my E-Mail:

wa8llm@yahoo.com.  A State Wide DAREN NET is operated every Saturday from 7:00

pm to 10:00 pm, and lately, before and after those hours.  The DAREN Net

Announcement, showing the MAIN NCS, ALTERNATE NCS, NODEs accessible to both,

and the previous week's check-ins, are posted by Thursday on most of the Main

county DAREN PBBS'.  The DAREN News can also be found on the www.wc8ec.com and

www.wc8ec.org websites.

This was a slow week.  Six Amateurs participated in the last High School Cross

Country races by providing the safety communications.  The races were held on

Thursday, October 21st, at 2:00 pm.  By holding the races on a weekday and in

the afternoon, it's hard to get people to help since most of those who normally

help have to work, but we pulled it off.  These races completed most of the

activities for the year that the Amateurs in Wood County normally help with.

But, it only takes one telephone call to change that, and I'm waiting for the

telephone to ring.

If the weather gets better, and the rain stops, I'd like to start laying the

block for the equipment building at the Hendershot Farm tower site.  I still

need to make some mounting arrays for some of the solar panels that will go on

the tower.  Plans are to install four 100 Watt panels, for a start.  Other

panels my be placed on the roof of the building, when completed.  The panels

will be used to charge batteries, and power the radio equipment in the block

building.  There's one panel mounted on the tower right now, but it is only a 25

Watt panel.  There are three other 25 Watt panels that are not mounted, just

laying on a kids swimming pool, turned up side down on the ground.  All of these

panels are in operation, for now, and are charging the batteries, and powering

the Hendershot Farm node of the Amateur Radio Emergency Data Network (AREDN)

HSMM (High Speed MultiMedia) system.

With the weather starting to get cold, and with it raining almost every day, not

much work can be done outside.  I'll be working on the new remote receivers for

the Wood County Emergency Communications voice repeater on 147.255 MHz.  When

the new remote receivers go into operation, UHF frequencies will be used to send

their signals back to the main repeater transmitter.  The UHF signals will be

picked up by a scanning UHF receiver, and the first one it stops on will be the

one that gets repeated.  The new system has been in the planning stages for some

time.  We're hoping to have handheld coverage throughout the county.  The PARK

(Parkersburg Amateur Radio Klub) is looking to change out their 146.97 MHz voice

repeater with one of the new digital modes.

There were only 29 check-ins to the State Wide DAREN Net this week.  Kendale

Peterson, KD8QAK, who has been participating in the net since April 23, 2011,

has completed 550 check-ins.  Jeffrey Hensley, WD4VA, who has been participating

in the net since August 27, 2011, has completed 450 check-ins.  Both of these

operators will be receiving their certificates as soon as I can get started back

printing them.  I need to get new ink cartridges for my printer.  I only need

one more operation of the net to make 1500.
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