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DAREN News, are articles and information about the Digital Amateur Radio

"Emergency" Network of WV, which operates on 145.69 MHz.  Anyone having any

information about DAREN, or Amateur Radio in general, and would like to share

it with others, may send it to WA8LLM @ PKBGWV on 145.69 MHz, or to my E-Mail:

wa8llm@yahoo.com.  A State Wide DAREN NET is operated every Saturday from 7:00

pm to 10:00 pm, and lately, before and after those hours.  The DAREN Net

Announcement, showing the MAIN NCS, ALTERNATE NCS, NODEs accessible to both,

and the previous week's check-ins, are posted by Thursday on most of the Main

county DAREN PBBS'.  The DAREN News can also be found on the www.wc8ec.com and

www.wc8ec.org websites.

Last week I wasn't for sure who went with Mike Turner, K4MIC, to get the

Pendleton County NODE/PBBS of PENDWV/FKLNWV back on the air.  Gene Roy, N8ER,

let me know that it was Eddie Caplinger, KD8MIB.  I want to thank them again for

getting the station back on the air.

Yesterday the Amateurs in Wood County held the Parkersburg/Wood County Hamfest,

but it wasn't without problems.  Wednesday the group was advised that the power

company was going to be doing equipment upgrades in the area of the Hamfest, and

they were going to have the commercial power off for awhile.  We weren't for

sure how long it was going to be off, so we worked Friday evening putting up

temporary lights in the building of the Hamfest.  All we had were a bunch of 50

foot extension cords that we use for Field Day, and plug-in light bulb that we

use for our BINGO games.  It took all evening to set up the lighting, but we

were prepared the best we could for the Hamfest.  At 8:01 am yesterday morning

the power went off.  We powered up the generator and the lights came on.

Although the we could have had more lighting, the Hamfest went on.  At 3:08 pm,

the commercial power came back on, but the Hamfest was over.  I want to

apologize to those who came to the Hamfest, and may not have had as much fun as

they would have liked.  I did get to talk to several Amateurs who are, or have

been, on Packet Radio, and the DAREN system.  Some of them who I have known for

several years, and some who I had just got to meet for the first time.  We also

had the Show-N-Tell of the Amateur Radio Emergency Data Network (AREDN) HSMM

(High Speed MultiMedia) system.  Several Amateurs were interested in getting

involved with the system and had several questions.  Like I said before the

AREDN system will not replace the DAREN system, but will be a part of it for

emergency communications.  I want to thank everyone who helped plan for, set up,

attend, and clean up after, the Hamfest.  We are hoping to hold the Hamfest

again next year, without all of the problems.

Our next event will be the Boy Scouts JOTA (Jamboree On The Air) which will be

operated from about 9:00 am to 2:00 pm, next Saturday, October 16th, at Camp

Kootaga Boy Scout Camp on Route 47 in Wood County.  I hope there will be other

stations in West Virginia that are on the air.

There were 33 check-ins to the State Wide DAREN Net this week.
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