TO:    ALL WOOD COUNTY ARES MEMBERS  (OFFICIAL)

       ALL ARES AND NON-ARES AMATEURS ANYWHERE  (INFORMATION)

FROM:  KEN HARRIS WA8LLM ARRL DISTRICT 3

EMERGENCY COORDINATOR WOOD COUNTY EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS INC.

WOOD COUNTY ARES BULLETIN NR 21.06      DATE: February 7, 2021

SUBJECT: IS YOUR EQUIPMENT READILY AVAILABLE?

If you were to get a call right now, to provide emergency

communications, could you pick up the equipment you might need to

provide reliable communications?

Ask yourself right now, where is my Handie/Talkie, my magnetic

antenna, extra batteries, portable packet station?  Is the nine

volt battery in the TNC still good, or is it dead because I

forgot to put on the "Quad P" see (Bulletin Number 96.17), on the

power switch.

Do I have my Magnetic Antenna Protection Pad? see (Bulletin

Number 95.36).  If you're going to use your magnetic antenna, do

you have a PL-259 to BNC adaptor, or other adaptors needed to

connect the antenna to the H/T?  Do you have an extra piece of

coax and a barrel connector in case you have to get an antenna in

a better location?

Do you have your power cable adaptors see (Bulletin Number 06.14,

06.15, and 06.16) in case you are in a vehicle that's not set up

for temporary radio installations?  How about a clipboard, paper,

log sheets, pens and pencils.  Since it may be raining, do you

have a plastic bag to cover your H/T in case I'm assigned to work

outside?

Do you have your foul weather gear?  Now is the time to think

about all of these things.  You should keep all of these items

and a lot more on a shelf, or in a Go Bag, somewhere so you can

grab them and go.  Take a look at the Wood County RACES, ARES,

and District 3 bulletins to get an idea what you might need to be

prepared.
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DAREN News, are articles and information about the Digital Amateur Radio

"Emergency" Network of WV, which operates on 145.69 MHz.  Anyone having any

information about DAREN, or Amateur Radio in general, and would like to share

it with others, may send it to WA8LLM @ PKBGWV on 145.69 MHz, or to my E-Mail:

wa8llm@yahoo.com.  A State Wide DAREN NET is operated every Saturday from 7:00

pm to 10:00 pm, and lately, before and after those hours.  The DAREN Net

Announcement, showing the MAIN NCS, ALTERNATE NCS, NODEs accessible to both,

and the previous week's check-ins, are posted by Thursday on most of the Main

county DAREN PBBS'.  The DAREN News can also be found on the www.wc8ec.com and

www.wc8ec.org websites.

Well, one month down and only eleven more to go.  In a couple of days the

Groundhog will tell us if we have six more weeks of winter.  If you look at the

calendar you'll see there is six about more weeks of winter whether he sees his

shadow or not.  Not much to write about this week.

We have added another station to the Amateur Radio Emergency Data Network

(AREDN) HSMM (High Speed MultiMedia) system.  The station was installed on the

roof of the Mid-Ohio Valley Heath Department building.  The station will be

used to cover some of the Parkersburg area as soon as we get it improved.  We

may be able to do a little more work on it this coming Saturday when the Wood

County Emergency Communications group will be holding a One Day Technician

radio class at the Health Department.

Not much else to report.  The weather man says we have a snow storm coming this

week, and maybe another one next week end.  Outside work is going to be slowed

down some what.

There were 37 check-ins to the State Wide DAREN Net this week.  Michael Turner,

K4MIC, needs only one more check-in to make 50.
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